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A true and authentick Narrative of the Birth, Parentage, Education, 
and dying Behaviour of 


ROBERT HIT O 


A very wealthy Farmer, at Coombe, in Oxfordſhire, 


>a , . 
Harvard University 2 24 2.40 
Child Memorial Li ary, 


HCOCK,. 


Executed at Oxford, on Monday the gth Day of March, 1778, 
For the cruel and inhuman MURDER of his Own FATH ER. 


OBERT HITCHCOCK, of Coomsex, in the 
County of Oxford, who ſuffered this Day, was the 
only ſon of Edward Hitchcock, of the ſame county; 
whoſe Father was formerly a Maſon in good circum- 
ſtances, and reſpectable in his neighbourhood; and who 
paid a proper regard to the morals and education of this 
his only ſon; but from every circumſtance it appears, 
that a ſelfiſh worldly diſpoſition ſeems to have been pre- 
dominant in the ſon from his earlieſt youth; but to all 
outward appearance he affected to be thought a religious 
man, and obſervant of the Duties of a good Chriſtian; 
frequently rebuking others for looſe and irregular con- 
duct, and pretending to be more upright than many of 
his neighbours: but how far he wore the maſk of hypo- 
criſy will be evident to every good mind, 


The horrid fact for which he this Day ſuffered a moſt 
ſhameful and ignominious Death, is the moſt diabolical 
ſtance of barbarity ever remembered in a civilized na- 
tion. May his puniſhment prove a ſufficient warning to 
others; and let it be remembered that his Crime was 
held in ſuch odious deteſtation, that during the execu- 
tion of that dreadful ſentence of offended juſtice, got a 
tear of pity was extorted in the laſt moments of diltte(s. 


The crime for which he was brought to this untimely 
end, was not only ſo horrid and deteſtable in itſelf, but 
ſo aggravated by repeated acts of cruelty, as to rouze 
The reſentment in every honeſt mind.—T his fin of Par- 
icide appears to be a crime unknown in che earlier ages 
of the world;—no law was provided for its puniſhment; 
as it could ſcarce be ſuppoſed, that a ſon or daughter 
ſhould be found in rebelhion againſt a parent, the imme- 
diate inſtrumient, under Providence, of their exiſtence ; 
and the cheriſher of their tender years. 


In the preſent inſtance the whole crime of which the 
deceaſed ſcems ro have been guilty, which could create 
this malicious hatred in his ſon, f-ems to have been his 
poverty. The poor old man being reduced to neceſſity, 
was under the {ad predicament of receiving relief from 


Being from the hands of his Mvrderer. 


his pariſh, of begging his bread, or of becoming charge- 
able to his ſon.— This laſt reſource was the alternative 
decreed by the laws of this country, which oblige the 
child to ſupport the parent as well as the parent to afford 


a maintenance to his offspring. 


A ſordid love for that worldly wealth which in the 
hour of diſtreſs could not adminiſter one ray of com- 
fort to his afflicted ſoul, proves the folly of miſapplying 
thoſe bleſſings of providence, which wiſely made ule - 


of may render us reſpectable, as well as uſeful members 
of the community. 


Ihe criminal of this day was a moſt ſhameful inſtance 
of the depravity of human nature; {o brutally loſt 


to the common feelings of humanity ; ſo devoid of af- 


tection and duty to an aged parent; ſo malevolently 
cruel, and 'obdurate to the cries of a fellow creature, 
as well as to the tears and entreaties of a father dying 
under his murderous hands; that words muſt be want- 
ing to expreſs a proper deteſtation of the crime. 


Yet ſtill to aggravate the guilt of the Offender, it 
muſt be known, that this was not the cruelty of a ſingle 
day; not the effects of momentary refentment, nor the 
ſudden burſt of an outrageous paſlion : For we find 
the offender had long exerciſed his tyrannical cruelties 
over his poor aged father, gradually ſinking to the grave 
through age and infirmities. He is ſaid, to have long 
forced him to undergo labour beyond his ſtrength ; and 
after cruelly beating and whipping the old man, whilſt 
fainting under the fatigue, frequently to have tied him 
to the harneſs of his horſes, and let the team drag him 


: Oo 
along. Theſe, and many other acts of ſavage bruta- 


lity, which could not appear upon the trial, added to 


the ſcene of cruelty there repreſented, will beyond com. 
pariſon, render this the molt unnatural murder ever per - 
petrated in a chriſtian country; as will more fully, ap 
pear from the whole evidence in the trial at Jarge, as 
taken in ſhort-hand, under the favour of the court, and 
which will be torchwith publiſhed, price Six-pence. 


One obſervation is nevertheleſs obvious, that on the 
day preceding his death, on which it is almoſt wonder- 
ful that there ſhould be ſo many ſpect tors of the crime, 
(out of no leſs than Thirteen Witneſſes) and yer 
that there ſhould be no man ſo far impelled, by 
the Feelings of Humanity as to reſcue a miſerable 
And it is 
ſcarce credible that the devoted victim ſhould for fo 
many miles bear the cruelty which he underwent, from 
the bruiſes and contuſions with which he was loaded, 


without dying upon the road: blood iſſuing from one of 


his ears, and his whole body being bruiſed to inſtant 
mortiſication. In this diſmal fituation he was 
brought to Coombe about three o'clock in the morning 
of the 16th of July, where he languiſhed till next day 


about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and then died, 


The evidence upon the trial was too full to leave a 
doubt but that the deceaſed received his death from the 
hands of his fon, and with all the barbarity already men- 


( 


tioned. The learned judge, in ſumming up the evi- 
dence was very Clear, yet avoided leading the jury by 
any opinion he had himſelf formed in the courſe of the 
trial; leaving them to their own judgment upon ſo full 


a teſtimony; and the jury inſtantly, with one voice, 


pronounced him GUILTY. 


His lordſhip then proceeded to paſs the awful ſentence 
of the law, in the moſt ſolemn and pathetick manner; 
ſhewing the heinouſneſs of the offence, both againſt God 
and Man; and ſhewing what is required by the laws hu- 
man and divine; adverting to the ſacred text, }/boſo 
« ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed ;”* at the 
ſame time expatiating on the heinouſneſs of the crime of 
murder, and the aggravated circumſtances attending the 
particular fact committed by the priſoner at the bar, who 


to Murder had added Parraſide. His lordſhip alſo re- 


queſted that the little time remaining, allotted for 
his exiſtence in this world, ſhould be ſpent in earneſt 


Devotion and Prayer for forgiveneſs of an offended 


though merciful God. 


During the whole ſolemnity of the trial, (in which the 
Priſoner was aſſiſted by the moſt able counſel) although 
ſuch a variety of barbarities were enumerated by all the 
witneſſes, and though there was not the moſt diſtant 
proſpect of an Acquittal, the priſoner never once changed 
countenance in the leaſt degree; and he ſupported him- 
ſelf in the ſame manner whilſt the aweful ſentence was 
pronounced upon him, though it drew tears from mul- 
titudes of the ſpectators. 


After his removal from the bar to the time of his 
execution, in conformity to law with ConvictsXfor Mur- 
der. he was ſubſiſted upon bread and water only, and 
ſpent his time in fervent Prayer; having ſettled his 
worldly concerns previous to his trial, and conveyed his 
eſtate and property in truſt for the uſe of his widow.— 


His deportment from this time was in all reſpects decent 


) 


and proper. He duly attended Divine Service, and met 
his fate, which he acknowledged to be juſt, with calm- 
neſs and compoſure ; and confeſſed that he had uſed his 


Father with barbarity: and being queſtioned by the Or- 


dinary of the Caſtle who attended him, if his reſt was 


not diſturbed by frightful dreams and alarming appre- 
henſions, he anſwered in the negative; adding that it 


afforded great conſolation to him that the aflizes had 
happened at ſo conſiderable -a diſtance from the time of 
his commitment, as he had thereby had a longer time to 


make his peace with God both for the crime for which 


he ſuffered, and for all his other ſins. 


On Sunday morning he attended divine ſervice in 


the chapel, with the reſt of the priſoners, to hear the 
Condemned "Sermon, when the Ordinary delivered a 
moſt excellent diſcourſe, ſuitable to the occaſion, from 
the 15th chapter of St. Lukes ver. 7. © ſay unto you, 
* that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over one ſinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine juſt 
*« perſons, which need no repentance.” During the 
whole ſermon he was devoutly attentive, never but once 
lifting up his eyes from the ground. 


At the place of execution he ſtill remained penitenr, 
and ſpoke to the following purport :—* Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt have. mercy upon me! What a concourſe of 
<< people are aſſembled to ſce me come to this untimely 
end 1 acknowledge the juſtice of my ſentence ;— 
and I deſire that the latter part of it may be fulfilled, 
and that my Body may be delivered to the Surgeons 


cc 
ce 


_ © for diſſection, without diſturbance.” —He then added, 
„That he hoped all thoſe who then faw him, and par- 


ons 


ticularly all Sons and Daughters preſent, would take 


warning by his untimely fate ;—So Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


„ have mercy upon me!” which ſentence he often re- 


and delivered to the Surgeons for Diſſection, in 
ance of his Sentence. 


peated. Having hung the uſual time, his body was cut 


